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What We are Doing to Regenerate our Land 
Clearing weeds with pigs 

 
Oxeye daisies and a patch of Himalayan blackberry 

The farm includes 10+ acres of invasive plants like Oxeye Daisy 
(a dozen are pretty, a thousand are invasive), Oregon Cucumber 
(poisonous), and Himalayan Blackberry (tasty, but painful thorns, 
and invasive) 

• What pigs don’t eat, they root up.  Enough pigs in an 
area clears out invasive weeds in a year or two 

• Pigs noses are natural tillers – but less damaging to tree 
roots than metal implements 

• To a thick-skinned pig, blackberry thorns aren’t painful, 
they’re a back-scratcher 
 

We keep low stocking rates and move our pig-tillers regularly so the soil can absorb their manure as fertilizer.  It 
doesn’t run off into the water table (the only filter we need on our well is to keep sand out) 

Fertilizing pasture with chickens 

Chicken manure is high in nitrogen, good for growing grass.  One concentrated day’s worth provides a boost of 
fertilizer to the pasture grass we planted on what was old conventional crop land.  We move the chickens every day 
to let the grass rest and recover. 

In the future, chickens will follow grazing animals on our pasture to help naturally control insect pests  

Next steps: Grazing grass-fed ruminant animals 

• We’re first building perimeter fence, because “good fences make good neighbors…where there are cows”  

Building mixed species livestock regenerative agriculture:  

1. Grazing ruminants, moved frequently, stimulate pasture growth during long periods of post-grazing pasture 
recovery, and manure load builds soil fertility 

2. Chickens and poultry follow ruminants to eat bugs, natural pest control, plus fertilizer for pasture regrowth 
3. Rooting pigs, as well as goats, moved regularly, control invasive plants on the pasture borders and in forest 

areas without chemicals or heavy equipment 
 

Visit our Youtube channel to hear why we use non-GMO feed for our pigs and chickens 


